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Maple Street bridge before it was 
demolished, A new bridge is to be 
built and the highway is to be 
widened. View looking toward 
Unionville. Highway to the left 
goes to North Rellingham. A short 
distance to the right is where the 


" h corners" is located. 


This view is looking South from the 
Bridge, towards " corners" where 
the old MA & W Street railway had 
its interchange ae cars to go to 
Woonsocket, Milford, caryville 


and to Attleboro. A little to the 


left of the visible road was a small 
sandpit where the "Stanley Gypsies" 
used to camp overnight while in 


Town. 


The old trolly line crossed this briage Medway and beyond. Also connection acrha 
taking passengers to and from work in be made to take a train to Boston at the 
the mills of North Bellingham and Cary- North Bellingham station. 

ville. Passengers could also go to Photo taken March 15, 1986 
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HIDE AND: SEEK 


'member when you played ''Hide and 
Seek''? In the process of eliminating pla- 
yers, maybe you used a poem or someth- 
ing like it to reduce the number left to 
play the game so that the last one left 
would have to be ''it'' and tend Goal. 

Time was then given to others so that 
they could hide. Then the Goalie would 
run around searching for hidden players 
and when sighting someone would rush off 
to get to the Goal ahead of the other and 
tag them: ‘'out''. (Now here's a ditty 

that was recited long ago in this elimina- 
tion process: 

1-2 Buckle my shoe, 3-4 Shut the door, 
5-6 Pick up sticks, 7-8 Lay them strai- 
ght, 9-10 A big fat hen,----OUT goes Y- 
O-U: 

Off we went to hide in hopes of beating the 
Goalie before being tagged out. The hours 
seemed to last forever during those happy 
times before bedtime arrived. 

'member when you listened for the nine 
o'clock curfew whistle that blew in Milford 
every night ? How that ended your pleas-- 
ure for that day ? Now--it seems that one 
has to go to bed again after just getting up! 

Those were THE days: 
GONE. 


THE PLANE TREE 
Aesop 


Two Travellers, walking in the noonday 
sun, sought the shade of a widespreading 
tree to rest. As they lay looking up amo- 
ng the pleasant leaves, they saw that it was 
a Plane Tree. 

"How useless is the Plane! '' said one of 
them. "It bears no fruit whatever, and on- 
ly serves to litter the ground with leaves." 

"Ungrateful creatures!'' said a voice 
from the Plane Tree. ''You lie here in my 
cooling shade, and yet you sayI am usele- 
ss: Thus ungratefully, O Jupiter, do men 
receive their blessings!" 


MORAL: Our best blessings are often the 
least appreciated. 
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News from El Salvador-- 


We mentioned some time ago that our Co- 
mments also go to the above where we have 
a loyal FAN along with his wife, teach for 
a few monthseach year. Here is a letter 
that will give you an insight as to how much 
the ''Comments'' mean in another country. 
"Rosanna and I returned on 6 April; having 
been there since 5 January; our third wint - 
er in glorious El Salvador. My class is two 
days, two sessions affair; the subject 
"Creative Writing''--the pupils in their last 
year at the College - all are at least bi-lin- 
gual; one little gal this year spoke Italian, 
Egyptian, Spanish and English: As you 
know, an essay I wrote on Sam Whittemore 
was instrumental in getting this position 
which I truly enjoy The title of ''Professor" 
really stirs my aged heart: 

Three issues of the CRIMPVILLE COMME- 
NTS" were discussed at two of the classes; 
the material is completely unfamiliar to 
the students; all of whom are accustomed 
to tropical weather; and no where in the 
country as far as anyone knew, is a puhbli- 
cation similar in any respect to yours. 
I-verything interested them; the stories, 
poems, cartoons, and especially the photos 
of early inhabitants and the diary extracts. 
We are returning next December for four 
months. She teaches English to Adults; and 
at a combined age of well over 140 years, 
we are finding youth again under the sun- 
ny skies of El Salvador.'' Remember,this is 
Central America and your heritage is being 
shared with them, much to their enjoyment. 


Our Guest for the above story is Mr. 
Patrick Leonard of Braintree,MA. He has 
done a lot of research on Deborah Samson. . 
that helped us also. We,especially, enjoy 
the unusual interest generated by our little 
paper down there in San Salvadore and 
thank the kind Leonard's for making it 
possible to be known far and wide. 

We wish them continued success and enjoy- 
ment in their youthful project. 


PICTURES: when submitting pictures for the 
Comments please send black/white only as 
we cannot use colored ones yet. 


SCHOOL DIRECTORY 1936-1937 


School Committee 
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Superintendent of Schools 


JOHN H. GOTSCHALL, B.S., Ed.M., Office: Bellingham Center School. The Superintendent may be seen at his office personally 
by appointment, practically any time. 


List of Teachers 


BELLINGHAM CENTER SCHOOL 


Degree or Began 
Name Where Educated yrs. attended Position Service 
Mabel D. DeCell, Principal............ New Britain Normal . See Fs ie es ee Grades 7, 8 1929 
MRIMMIAMVIATUADD St cx Roden oe MSs wwe oe Framingham Normal, Beideenatee Nornisl | ‘hh icp ae A 3 Grades 5, 6 1926 
NERO ie. te ROG Bo Serta ah a. Framinigtiatid NOrmG eens oi bee eos, fe cocks as 2 Grades 3, 4 1927 
ELOIUNIN rt ee Wheelock Kindergarten School. .....................3 Grades 1, 2 1936 
NORTH BELLINGHAM SCHOOL 
George C..Roy, Principal. ..242..0....4. Providence Couege 22 So. eie e: . as Any ain fess eat. B.A. Grades 7. 8 1936 
OMMBPMEIME Mire ides rennet ge o-be ak ga diese 28 Worcester Normal s acts wht! ae ieee een K: 2 Grades 5, 6 1927 
UTERO a oS oS 1., RNS se Be purinerssessions, Hyannis 74. .gh ee ans. hice Grades 3, 4 1913 
RPE LNOM arte. Peeters «ons ens Framingham Normal .Wancss) oon ame eee. sa ate aes 3 Grades 1, 2 1936 
SOUTH BELLINGHAM SCHOOL 
Edward J. Leahy, Principal............ Gorham Normal, Bridgewater. ............5...05.5. BS. Grade 7 1939 
Wares 3 A eOug) if ck ee ee Providence College . A i se bavi DoaA\< Grade 6 1936 
Diarguerite DuBois... 2.5. phe ee. Keene Normal, Bésion ints Bei ee sc, baer B.S. Grade 8 1935 
Whrristine W..Negrotth.:.°)...oc. nse. ess Worcester’ Normealiss... : aie eee wen Ste Gooey os Ape B.S. Grade 5 1929 
UMPSU ETAION | tise se ah ee Gorham, Normal! ccs.) «1a eee ane iri ciety a\eiS he 2 Grade 1 1928 
OO Es CS Summer Sessions, ELyannis nh See mein eke a ee wes Grade 3 1921 
Marguerite F. Moran. ................- Hramingnam tec... teeters ee 83) is 2 Grade 2 1931 
NURI, £6. eo.) 2G Rage toda ante ys ° - Worcester: Normal: < «disc Feeney dole a ss 2 Grade 1 oe? 
BER ROUARVIMIORY the. a etek A eens tee TS nevis College? Fc POS <TR tah angie she Helen B.A. Grade | 1936 
MRR CIO Ge Siers sin aR eh ea es we Salem ‘Normal «7... Sot Aree oa Ghncd and B.S. Grades 3, £5 1930 
‘Lcrava [Spt agent pee eee ave cop aie ica cho ae Salem INGrmal sisacs« 3. peepee eae hee eM re ee, Sao B.S. Opportunity 1937 
School Nurses 
Mere Ca arly. FUN Aree se = oo ag countess PRR NA Aen cat oat ee nlford District HU te ae tae hc Milford 862 
MEE AUCLWCAL LIS GILLI <x eu ReRMR SERINE «cages inch «oo Den tetentioe MORE GR ase A Assistant 
Janitors 
BEEPS FIOT CAN 4, aoc Meteor ee ose ee a eee > vs eee PEGE SCHOQL Oram 7. Strid Fatt Caaf Sor ah hy ses 0 5s North Bellingham 
Ae ATIELOTISCSASK ILL Oe ee MAREE ee Cos ka NESS Seo raithe seme ae Genter: SCHOO oe eee ee ge nye as Be liye bole Bellingham 
RMF ATCHMG S55. oA RAM Rin aus Fu Weed Wenn OB SOULE SCRIBE Se codec: hte Meta eco Seb RMN sip sired Woonsocket, R. F. D., No. 1 
Transportation Agents 
Eidredpe Ja Wenteel 55.ccj hee ele sisads eeteTitcn RS rms ares North—Center Routes ..... De ts, ark ae Medway, R. F. D. 
lmson us, Eines ..y.: sae ee tee Oe iy Aha High School, Scott Hill 
case rnin gi andiRaksyillewtontesmikis ot mite € oc mcs Cabs Pea. bev shone Milford 
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Center School Bellingham Grades 1-2-3 1923-192) Teacher Gertrude 
Rhodes 


Tdentities 
l. Gertrude Rhodes, Teacher 14. 27. Lillian Yates 
2. Ralph Crosby 15. Raymond Davis 28. 
oe es 16. Minnie Petrosky 29. Elwin Graves 
‘4. Dora Shahtay 17, Filomena DiPietro 20. Evelyn Knight 
5. Pauline DiPietro 18. 31. Beatrice Spencer 
6. Marshall Maye 19. Stella HNoothay 323 
ie w pt hee et oP Ae en Ay S53 
8. -Vindent:--Thayer ~~ - 21. Anna Powers 24, Alex Zhawred 
Le i : ie ee ed 35. Ida Brothers 
10. ‘ at - pay PE SG. 
1l. Melvin Tucker 4, 37. James "Mickey" Yates 
12%, Ps 38; ; 
13. 26. Marjorie Petrosky 39. 


Photos courtesy: Laura Drown 


Center School Bellingham 


1. 
rp 


Tdentities 


Marion Maranville 
teacher 
Gertrude Rhodes 
Marion Maranville 
Margaret McDermott, 


Thompson 


Center 


Grades 3--5 1923-192) Teacher Marion 
Maranville 


9. 17. Dorothy Spencer 
10. LBs 
1. 19. 


12. Michae] Hoothay 20. 

Las 21. George Bourcier 

1h. 22. Pauline Smith 

15. Marion Crosby 23. (young Albert Spencer 


not a student.) 
16. Dorothea Ambler 


7 Photos Courtesy laura Drown 


Sex 


Center School Bellingham 1923-192) “Grades 6-7-8 Teacher 
Margaret McDermott 


Identities 
1. Teacher McDermott 10. Roy Belcher 19. 
i in center : 
2. Marjorie Belcher ll. 20. Walter Wentzel 
3. Chester Knights 12. Mary Hoothay er 
fay | 13. Lois Wentzel 22. 
5. 1h. Theodore Brothers 23. 
e 15. 2h. Earl Rogers 
ii? Mee 25. 
8. Velzora Thompson Ais John Winn 26. 
9. Lon 27. Patrice Smith 


Photos Courtesy Laura Drown 


Center School Belligham 


1 Edward Slavin 

2 Norman Belcher 

3 Helen Petrosky 

, Wyman Cook 

5 Evangeline Lund 
6 Emil Pouliot 

7 Lowis Patrick 

8 Pamela White 

9 Grace Slavin 


10 Shirley Hunter 
11 Wilber Gardner 

12 Eugene Garneau ? 
13 Edgar Garneau 

1, Raymond Chabbot 
15 Raymond Guerin 
16 Elizabeth Gardner 
17 Catherine Moore 
18 Leona Moore 


Grades 1-2 


1930-1931 


19 Mary DiPietro 


20 (7) 
21 (7) 
22 George Sarakin 
23 (2) 


2), Carroll White 
25 Audrey Brown 
26 Regina Keller 
27 ad 


Teacher Agnes Riley 


28 (?) 
29 Elmer Ambler 
30 Stanley Gardner 


Photos Courtesy 


Laura Drown 


We are now pleased tp present a GUEST 
Editor that will tickle your ribs with 
fond memories as Dorothy Spencer takes us 
down Memory Lane in Bellingham.----- 


HOLIDAYS IN THE TWENTIES 
(as lived by a small town girl.) 


"WINTER VACATION-- 

If we were lucky it didn't come on the 
February thaw. Roads were never plowed 
in the 20's. People left their cars at 
home, and used the street cars so no tra- 
ffic problems. The snow got packed down 
by sleighs and the "Pungs" that farmers 
used to haul wood, coal, and groceries. 

We could slide on any street, because tra- 
ffic was no problem. 

On a bright moonlight night we took our 
sleds, and walked up Scott Hill to about 
where St. Blaise church now stands. If 
we were lucky, the Gaskill twins were 
there with their big "double runner"(Bob 
Sled) One would sit in front to steer, 
and the other rode on back to get off, if 
necessary, to push. All the kids would. 
squeeze in between with our arms around 
each other. Then with a push to start, 
we were on our way. Down past the Baptist 
Church, past the Town Hall, and on down 
North Main Street. On we flew over the 
old wooden bridge, over the Charles River 
Bridge, and with another push we were go- 
ing down Taunton Street when we ran out of 
hills as our ride came to an end } 

Tt was just as much fun walking back. We 
joined hands, and with the boys pulling 
the sled, we sang our way back to Scott 
Hill. We usually had only one ride as it 
was nearly curfew time. So back on our 
sleds we"belly bumped" home again. 

For a few years, in late Fall, the Coo- 
kes dammed up one end of a brook, (in 
their pasture) and flooded the field north 
of P.P.Cookes barn. It made a nice place 
to skate in winter. If you fell through 
the ice you only got your feet wet. Paren- 
ts didn't worry when you skated there. 
There were plenty of hills for skiing, too. 
Paths were shovelled by kids, too, for 
free--not just your own but your elderly 
neighbor. They had narrow paths, mostly. 

No days off from school for those who 
lived nearby, even during a big snow sto- 
rm. If it got bad the school barge came 
early. Those who lived nearby stayed 
until school let out. 

With so few of us left, we were allowed 
to use the blackboard for a game of "Tic- 
Tac-Toe", or other guessing games. Some- 
times we had sing-a-longs, which we enjo- 
yed. 


"VALENTINES DAY--- 

Mostly cards from relatives were recei-~ 
ved and drawing names for Valentines at 
school. Then after supper our best frie- 
nds came to our house for games, fudge 
and popcorn balls, or we went to theirs 
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for the same! Then when curfew blew we 
were expected to obey it. All kids did, 
so it was no problem. 


"EASTER--- 


The Easter Bunny hadn't been born! 
he had, we never heard of him. | 

Easter,to us, was Sunday School, Church, 
new clothes which were the first Originals 
from the hands, and minds of our private 
seamstress, our Mother8. Fortunately, for 
us, Mom was an expert, and our clothes were 
often admired and copied. Our new patent 
leather shoes were our pride and joy. 
Especially since we all wore high laced 
shoes all winter. It was also the day you 
shed your long winter "undies"! That was a 
big plus. You couldn't show off your new 
clothes with long sleeved and lumpy long 
legs, now stretched out from the wear and 
tear of winter. 

Church was exciting with everyone there, 
and we could see all the new babies. We 
all sang with Gusto. After church there 
was Sunday School, while parents went home 
to cook the feast. After Sunday School, 
we rushed home to greet any guests and rel- 
atives. In the afternoon there was a reh- 
earsal in the church for the evening child- 
rens concert. Marion Thayer was our piani- 
st. Our soloists were the Nash sisters, 
Beatrice and Gladys, and Marjorie Daniels. 
They did have lovely voices. 

All Sunday School children took part with 
speaking pieces and Easter tableaus. All 
relatives who came to Easter dinner stayed 
to our concert. In spite of no Easter 
Bunny we enjoyed the day. 
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"SUMMER VACATION--- 


We enjoyed swimming in Silver Lake. 
(formerly, Hoag Lake.) No charce for adm- 
ission. I remember the long wooden bridge 
to the Dance Hall on the Island. On a hot 
summer night we took a picnic lunch, swam 
for a while. Then if it was a dance night 
we all went over to the Dance Hall to soci- 
alize. No curfew on hot nights ! We coul- 
adn't sleep well. No electric fans, or air 
conditioning in those days. 

July and August was for visits 
atives, blueberrying, to "put by" 
ter. Gardens to weed, vegetables to pick 
and can. Glass jars to be washed was the 
childrens job, and they had to sparkle. ‘No 
nicks in the glass was allowed, so it was 
time consuming. Canning was a family aff- 
air, Cleaning up the mess was also the 
kids job. Canning corn was the worst. 
When you scraped the corn cobs, the mess 
was everywhere. 


with rel- 
for win- 


"SE PTEMBER--- 

Back to school in September, but there 
were jellies and jams to be made on satur- 
day. The odor of wild grapes simnering 
is a nostalgic memory. 

Autumn was delightful with its odor. 


Going into the house at night, greeted 
by the scent of simmering piccalli, chili 
sauce, pickles or mince meat was heaven!) 
Hot biscuits in the old range oven, and 
home made soup, made with an aitch bone, 
called "edge bones" (a rump bone) when ord- 
ered from the butcher truck which came tw- 
ice a week. There was lots of meat on an 
aitch bone. Besides going into soups and 
stews, it also went into mince meat. Sma- 
11 odds and ends were cut off then hand 
ground, and ended up in American Chop Suey 
Sauce or spaghetti sauce, 

One dish meals were the order of the day 
on preserving days, and really appreciated 
on chilly nights. Autumn seemed to arrive 
earlier back then. Apples had to be picked 
with freezing fingers while winter pears 
had to be wrapped and stored in a barrel, 

Then there were harvest suppers put on 
by the Grange members or the Ladies Aid. 

“My relatives were all members of each. 
Therefore we (children) were drafted to 
pick the last of the Fall flowers, and Aut- 
umn leaves to decorate the Town Hall supper 
room. Once I took some red vines in. I 
thought it would be easy to use as garlands 
The ladies yelled,"take it out to the woods 


at once! It's poison ivy!" Green poison 
Ivy, I knew. This red was too pretty to be 
poison ivy. Luckily I wasn't allergic to 
it. 


We also went around the neighbor hood 
picking up pies and cakes donated by other 
members. So using my brother's wagon, we 
picked up the donations. 

All family members went to the supper, 
and later attended a concert in the upper 
Town Hall. Then after we kids hung around 
to walk home with Mother, but, mostly to 
see if there were any handouts of left over 
pies or cakes. 


"HALLOWEEN-- 


Tricks aplenty--Treats--yes, in our fash- 
ion.Usually in our own innovative way. 
Plenty of Ghosts,in worn thin bed sheets 
or pillow cases,were used. Masks were 
available In Woolworths, or paper bags with 
holes cut out for eyes and mouth and nose. 
Girls wore their brother's old overalls, 
and rubbed coal dust on hands and face. 

I never remember a boy wearing his sister's 
old clothes! An early round of the neigh- 
borhood was made to show off our costumes. 
The neighbors enjoyed that. After dark we 
stuck pins in door bells while the boys 
tied tin cans on both ends of long strings. 
While one on one side of the street and 
another on the other side, they held it 
until a car passed, and let go. What a 
clatter! Sometimes we had quite a wait as 
there were so few cars then. Some drivers 
got angry! Girls seldom messed up windows, 
because we were expected to go around next 
day to clean them. Most people used kero- 
sene and old newspapers to clean outside 
glass. My sister always overate at the 


parties, and was sick next day ! ll 


I used to wish that I didn't have a cast 
iron stomach--no school ! After our few 
little tricks, we all went to our friends 
houses for treats. Roasted chestnuts, 
cookies and marshmallows at the Thayers! 
Bobbing for apples and games at the Ambler 
Pony Farm. Sweet cider, cake and cookies 
every where. We usually ended up at our 
home to make fudge, pull toffee and have 
popcorn balls. We played a few games and 
by then it was after nine P.M. and curfew 
time. We were allowed a little leeway, 
because it was a nighttime holiday. 


"THANKSGIVING--- 


A family holiday, spent mostly with gran- 
dma and grandpa. Really an Old Home Day, 
where lots of cousins, Aunts and Jncles, 


great Aunts, second and third cousins; saw 
each other once a year. 
Kids ate at two tables, first. Older 


ones had the dining room. The younger ones 
--the kitchen table. Then out to play in 
the snow while the adults dined in peace } 
Everyone brought their speciality, and we 
ate to bursting ! Then home early and 
early to bed, as we were "stuffed". Also 
exhausted. 


"CHRISTMAS IN THE TWENTIES---- 


When we were quite little we would take 
the street car to Woonsocket. Mother came 
from Woonsocket. Her friends lived there, 
and our shopping trips usually meant a 
visit with friends. No baby sitters, exc- 
ept when our parents went to a wedding, 
otherwise the whole family went together, 
whether you wanted to or not! As teens, 
quite often, we didn't want to. 

T remember how fascinating it was to 
watch the sales clerk put your money and 
your purchase slip in a little box and ~ 
zoom it went uv on wires to the cashiers 
cage, that is, if you were shopving ina 
department store, such as McCarthy's or 
Harris & Mowry. 

After the street cars went out of busi- 
ness, there were busses. Merchants would 
hire busses called "free busses" to invite 
Christmas shoppers. We would make a day 
of it, which included a Matinee for a dime 
in any of the half dozen movie houses. 

“Then Christmas shopping until the last 
Free Bus left. We could just about sque- 
eze in, although there were generally 
three busses going home !} 

Wreaths were made from evergreen or 
Princess Pine by all family members after 
supper. Our trees were cut on my Uncles 
farm or, P.P. Cooke would give us permis- 
sion to cut one cedar tree per year from 
his back pasture. Cedar, mince and pump- 
kin pies was the odor of Christmas to us. 

We took turns having Christmas dinner at 
various homes of relatives. Everyone 
brought food as usual. All girls were 
"drafted" for K.P. duty, but with quite a 
few helping hands it was fun, although it 
seemed as if there were a storeful of 
dishes. The wood box was kept full by the 


boys. New toys and games were enjoyed. 
After, a light supper and off to home aga- 
in. 

Christmas at school was even more exci- 
ting. Loula (Cole) Howard was the 6th, 7th 
and 8th grade teacher at the Center School 
during the 20's. I was lucky enough to 
have her for my last three years of grade 
school. She was an excellent teacher, and 
a friend as well. She treated us as if we 
were adults... She went with us to get ev- 
ergreen and cones for Christmas Garlands. 
The next night most of us stayed after sc- 
hool to make the decorations. Someone who 
owned a farm, gave us a very large tree 
for the corner near her desk. It was tri- 
mmed mostly with home made articles, stru- 
ng pop corn, cranberries, colored cones, 
paper chains, and stars cut from foil. We 
loved it and each day the pile of gifts 


grew under the tree. We did draw names, 
but most pupils were friends with each 
other so we all exchanged gifts. Often 
some things were home made such as 
fudge. 

The side blackboard was given over to 
Halford Crocket, our best artist, who drew 
Christmas scenes on it. Later,Halford was 
killed when he fell down an elevator shaft 
where he was working to earn money for col- 
lege. It was a shock and a tragedy as he 
was a talented boy. It happened about the 
time Rev. Davenport was killed. Halford 
worked in a large department store in Bos- 
ton at the time. 

An eigth grade boy dressed up as Santa 
Claus gave out gifts in all three rooms at 
the Center School. The Library was in the 
fourth room then. When the Nash home bur- 
ned a short time later the present Library 
was built on that land. 


fireworks that were as pretty as the 5 and 
ten cent ones?’ 


Those of us who are older find your story 
so refreshing as a reminder of similar 
events in Rellingham LONG AGO when we were 
"knee high to a grasshopper." 

Thanks a million, Dorothy, for taking the 
time and effort to share those precious and 
happy moments that you and your friends 
enjoyed on the tracks of time. 


Now that you have read her story we are 
sure that you, too, have priceless moments 
that you could share with us without the 
fuss and worry that you couldn't do it as 
well. Come on, now, and let us hear from 
you. You will be surprised at how many 
are looking forward to HEAR and SEE your 
experience, ea 

Some who will be reading Dorothy's yarn 
are in for a very pleasant surprise, we 
know. 1 


Just a reminder, Loula Howard married 
the famous composer, Richard Howard (both 
have passed away). One of his most famous 
songs was, "Somebodyelse is Taking My 
Place". Many different artists sang that 
piece. While "courting" Miss Cole he 
would come to school and play the piano 
for her class. MAN, Could he PLAY! 

Maybe you are one of those who enjoyed his 
recitals ?? Nothing like having a swain 
swooning over a Bellingham teacher! °*, 
Lucky you allt ’ 


So, now we have had the pleasure of one 
more charming GUEST EDITOR to make your 
and our day 1} 


Learning poems during the week to reci- 
te on Friday was quite a challenge. Pauli- 
ne Smith learned the entire poem "Evange- 
line”. I felt quite proud to recite all 
of "Paul Revere's Ride” until she showed 
us up. She was our Valedictorian. 

Dot (Ambler) Spas was my best friend. 
She has a lovely home in Sarasota, Fla. 

I visited her on New Year's day last year. 
She has an adorable little white cockatiel 
who sat on my shoulder! She also has a 
citrus grove that we enjoyed on a warm 
sunny day. It seemed odd to me not to 
have snow on New Year's Day! 

The little perks (lively things) of our 
childhood were the Nash fire and when 
Thayer's Dairy Barn burned. TI hated fires 
but it was something different to talk 
about. Everyone in the neighborhood went 
to the fires. It was a social time for 
all and no curfew on those nights. 

No one spurned pennies in those days. 

We could buy several pieces of candy for 
one cent. It was a big decision and some- 
times I think the clerks in Thayer's Gen- 
eral Store used to groan when we walked 

in intent on our "penny" purchases! 

On the Fourth of July we could buy penny l 


When the sap is flowing. 


% MARCH 9,1862% + 


This was the date of the famous battle 
between the "Merrimac " and the "Monitor" 
The hull of an old Yankee ship called the 
"Merrimac " had been raised, rebuilt, fi- 
tted with armor and christened the "Vir- 
ginia.” However the media preferred to 
call it by the old Vankee name ! 

I know you are wondering what this has 
got to do with Bellingham history! Well, 
a soldier from Bellingham, later on in 
May witnessed a sea encounter between the 
Merrimac and the Monitor. Then on the 
10th of May 1862 he saw the confederates 
destroy the Merrimac by blowing it up 
and setting fire to it! William Grafton 
White sent letters home to his wife who, 
then, compiled them into a factual story 
called, "Richmond and Way Stations" In 
this famous diary mention was made of 
those two ships. The odds must be enor- 
mous that such a chance for a witness 
to be there to see that end and to have 
been a Bellinghamite! 

In the October issue of the Comments 
we mentioned this story in 1975 with 
pictures of Mr. and Mrs. White. 


From the Boston Herald American for May 
8, 1976 we note the following, courtesy 
of them: 


1862 Super Battleships 


The Merrimac <x: 


The Confederate navy knew it was no match for 
the Federal ships. It came up with the idea of the 
first ironclad ship, The Merrimac. She was made 
from a Federal ship that had been sunk and raised. 
Below her deck was the same old steering gear that 
had never worked well. The top of the ship was 

_completely changed. The slanted walls were 7 feet 
high and covered with 4-inch armor of steel-plate. 


The Monitor 


The Monitor was five times smaller than the 
Merrimac. The Monitor carried two guns, the Mer; 
rimac 10. The Monitor had a crew of only 58, while 
the Merrimac had 320. Despite the differences in 
size, the Monitor had an advantage because her 
revolving guns could fire from any angle. The Mer- 


Drawing of the 
battle of the Monitor 
(right) and the Mer- 
rimac off Hampton 
Roads, Va. 


rimac had to be moved into position to fire. The 
Monitor’s draft (how much of her was underwater) 
was 10 feet. The Merrimac’s was 23 feet, 


The Battle 


The strange ships met in battle only once, on 
Sunday, March 9, 1862. The battle lasted for four 
long hours. At one time, the ships were so close 
together than an active man could have jumped 
across. But the battle of the ironclads ended in a 
draw. Both ships limped away. 


On May 10, 1862, the Confederates abandoned the 
Merrimac and set her afire in order to keep her from’ 
falling into the hands of the enemy. 


On the next page there is a & 
map of the area showing Craney 
Island, James River and Hamp- § 
ton Roads. We guess that Mr. 
White was on the shore north 
of Hampton Roads. 13 | 


“ The ship Rhode Island stands hy as the Monitor begins to sink in rough seas on Dec, 31, 1862. 


Crewmen of the 
Monitor stand near 
the vessel’s revoly- 
ing turret, which 
.shows some dents 
caused by the Mer- 
rimac’s shots. 


In the December 1975 issue of the Comm- 
ents we featured a story on "Kitty Carli- 
sle" of TV fame after we had learned that 
her grandfather had been a gunner on the 
Merrimac and that, although White could 
not see him personally, he did see the 
firing of his cannon ! How about that ? 
Also in the same issue we copied a card 
that Kitty sent us in appreciation for 
sending her info that a Bellingham young 
man had witnessed a battle with the Mon- 
itor before the Merrimac was destroyed, 

Through the courtesy of a fan of ours 
we also have several recordings of Kitty 
singing. This was before she appeared on 
the Gary Moore show on TV. 
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% RICHMOND AND WAY STATIONS + 


Through the courtesy of Vera (White) 
Abrams and her father we were cranted a 
chance to copy the above diary of lett- 
ers sent to Mrs. B.A. White, authoress, 
who compiled the above book. In which 
can be found the following entry for 
the sea encounter that Mr. White witne- 
ssed in May of 1862: 

"May 6, 1862 
(Part of the entry) The Merrimac came 
out yesterday but she didn't show fight. 
Heavy guns are firing at Norfolk---tak- 
en over four hundred prisoners. The 
Seminary is full of wounded soldiers." 


"Camp Hamilton, May 9, 1862 
the Merrimac has come out this 
morning, but we are ready for her." 


"Gosport Navy Yard, May 12, 1862. 

This is the largest Navy Yard in the 
United States. The Merrimac has gone 
down---a battle in the water is a glo- 
rious sight. On Hampton Beach we saw the 
Merrimac coming from Craney Island. 
Three or four gunboats from Hampton Roads 
were seen coming out, while the Merrimac 
was well out in the stream, having started 
out for Newport News where the man-of-war 
Cumberland and another boat lay. The 
Merrimac pushed ahead and immediately 
opened fire; the Cumberland was sunk and 
the other was disabled; they couldn't pu- 
mp the water out; she was full of holes 
between the wind and water mark. The 
Merrimac being iron, and ours being wood 
their chance of victory was small; yet 
the Merrimac had to put to Craney Island 
for repairs. Her next move was to start 
for our transports. THEN appeared the 
MONITOR, which resembled a huge washtub, 
and gallantly sailed around the Merrimac 
firing every three minutes, and then sin- 
king under water so that only her turret 
could be seen $! The prow of the Merrimac 
was soon knocked off by the little tub, 
and a big hole knocked through her case- 
ment. Now disabled she put to Craney 
Tsland, then to Gosport Navy Yard for re- 
pairs. The Monitor still remained in 
Hampton Roads to guard the remaining ves- 
sels. (in the meantime the Gosport Navy 
yard was abandoned and set on fire before 
it was captured by the 12th.) 

_ We are now at Gosport Navy Yard; it is 
nearly vacated and fire is at work destr- 
oying everything within its reach,--- 
Three days after we got here we were glad 
to witness the destruction of the Merri- 
mac ; she was blown up so as to keep her 
out of our hands.---it was a glorious 
sight to see the rebel boat go down, and 
nothing to be seen but the smokestack of 
the once dreaded Merrimac . We have tak- 
en lots of prisoners here. 

%(The prow of a boat looks like the swo- 
rd of a swordfish, if you know how that 
looks.) Here the rebels have scuttled 


six or eight schooners laden with tobacco, 
and our troops are raising them out of the 
water; after the water is pumped out of them 
they are to be sent to Fortress Monroe. Some 
of the boys knock the boxes to pieces and 
help themselves to all the tobacco they want. 
The Merrimac will probably be pulled up some 
time, but not by the rebels, for they won't 
have the chance, as we run this place just a 
little." 


It is strange that some history books make 
a statement that there were no more encounters 
between the two vessels after the first one 
on March 9th ! So, as it has been said before 
"all history is a lie!" At least we here in 
Bellingham KNOW that a Bellingham soldier 
witnessed the two ships sparring in a struggle 
for life as late as May 10th, 18621 
That to the White family we are deeply indebt- 
ed for the truth recorded over one hundred ye- 
ars ago by Mrs. Grafton White of Bellingham. 
Indeéd, truth is stranger than fiction... 


Boston Herald American By BETTY DEBNAM 


A Special Law Protects Saturday, May 8, 1976 (No. 16) 


The Monitor, Our 
Underwater Treasure 


! 


In the waters, some 17 miles off the 
coast of Cape Hatteras, North 
Carolina, there is a very special spot. 
The spot is so unusual that the gov- 
ernment has named it our country’s 
first Marine Sanctuary (a sanctuary 
is a protected place). ~ 


The government took this action to 
stop looters, treasure hunters or just 
curious people from disturbing what 
lies 220 feet below the surface, the 


‘famous ironclad Union gunboat, the 


Monitor. 


The Monitor was important be- 
cause it marked the switch from 


_wood to iron constuction iy hoes to 


essels 
were patterned after this Civil War 
ship. ; 


steam power. Future war 


Underwater archaeologists (ar- 
chaeologists are people who study the 


remains of past human activities) 
have been looking fot the Monitor for 
years. The ship did not sink in battle. 
She went down in rough seas in De- 
cember of 1862. It was so hard to find 
the wreck because it sank in what is 
known as “The Graveyard of the At- 
lantic,” a spot where many ships have 
gone down. 


". After the archaeologists discov- | 


ered the Monitor in 1973, they low- 
ered cameras to take pictures. They 
did not want to touch it because it is 
so fragile. It has been underwater for 
over 110 years. 


Some people would like to try to 
bring up the Monitor. Others say it 
would not be a good idea since the 
ship would most likely break into 
pieces. Scientists want to study it 
more. They want to find out what 
secrets this famous old ship has 
locked inside. 


War. 
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1831--1893. 
William Grafton 
White. 


Enlisted July 27th 
1861 in the Civil 
Served in 
the 16th Regiment, 
Mass.Volunteers, 
Company A for 
three years. 


Buried in Center 
Cemetery. 
Author--wife 
Betsy Ann (Ray). 


BELLINGHAM HISTORICAL COMMISSION 


Town Hall 


Bellingham, Massachusetts 


This wasn't so long ago, or 
A Derby Hat and 


was it ? 


a STIFF collar ? Hmmm } 


DO YOU REMEMBER? 


Madstones for hydrophobia. 

Medicine bottles with real cork 
stoppers. 

China nest eggs for darning 
socks. 

Sassafras Tea. 

Poke greens. 

Penny post cards. 

Circus parades. 

Stone bruises at the beginning of 
“let’s go barefoot season.” 

Gaudy and insulting valentines. 

Peck’s bad boy. 

Planting potatoes on St. Pat- 
rick’s day. 

Hobble skirts. 

The town sprinkling water 
wagon. 

Pint milk bottles. 

Excursion trains. 

Jitney buses; fare 5¢ 

Open street cars. 

Street cars pulled by mules or 
horses. 

Buggy whips. 

Hat pina. 

An auto crank. 

A pair of spats. 

A stereoscope (no parlor .was 
complete without one.) 

A shaving brush in a bath room. 

Collar buttons. 

Sleeve holders. 

Stove poker. 

Watch fob. 

A kitchen coffee grinder. 

Pompadour hair style. 

Gourd dippers. 

Jap rose soap. 

Good Luck Baking Powder. 

Tidal Wave Flour. 

Pack peddlers. 

Artesian face powder and cream 
with the celluloid angel inside that 
would curl up in your hand. 

Celluloid dolls. 

Wall pockets on calendars. 


02019 


‘member when the "l corners" 
of Pine and Beech streets were 
called, "GOAT CORNER" ? This 
was over in the North Franklin 
area near the Town lines. 

We had a list of nicknames in 
the January 1977 issue but did 
not have the above. 


LETTERS: "I really enjoy the 
different articles. Gertrude 
Buttimer." (We try to make 
them just THAT !) Thanks. 
It's nice when we hear that 

so many copies serve more than 
one family. 


Such as: from Mrs. 


FIRST CLASS MAIL 


ADDITIONAL DONORS WHO 
HAVE MADE THIS ISSUE 
POSSIBLE: 


Gertrude Buttimer, tester/ 
Miriam Wilcox, Elmira 
Espanet/Carl& Anne Adams, 
Carroll White,Lois Hunter, 
Margaret Naughton,Gordon 
Joyce Curtis, William 
Chapdelaine, Thelma Young- 
dahl, Mildred Hughes, James 
Cobb, Henry/Althea Marsolini, 
Ray Patrick, Wilbur/Eva 
Woodman, Lenard/Marion 
Shangraw, Arthur/Lea Coll- 


Espanet, "Thank you for delive-ings, vincent/Isabelle 
ring the papers here. 7 pass it Thayer, Woodbridge Tyndall 


on to my son and his wife and 
they look forward to it." 


Gone, but not forgotten-- 
Aug.27,1986, Eleanor (Brown) 
(Donnell) Muise, 90. 
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REMEMBER?... 


. + - Getting the prettiest of Valen- 
tines from a schoolmate you cordially 


hated? . . . The old-time blizzards, 
before the day of snowplows, that 
closed schools for days, sometimes 
weeks, at a time?... When there was 
a spittoon in almost every parlor?... 
Pocket watches wound witha key?... 
Earphones when radio was in its 
infancy? 


COMING SOON-- A surprise! 
We now have a picture of a 
VERY special person to show 
you in the next issue. 


Thanksgiving dinner. 


